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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Whitfield County, which is located in Northwest
Georgia, owns approximately 1,044-acres that
were once part of a much larger, approximately
2,000-acre area, battlefield that was the scene of
fighting between Union and Confederate forces in
1864. A newly acquired parcel, east of Rocky Face
Ridge, known as the “Grant Farm,” is the focus

of this Master Plan Study Update. The previous
Master Plan focused on property on Rocky Face
Ridge itself and an area across interstate 75 in
Tunnel Hill. The study site, Grant Farm, includes
two tracts: one is 300.53 acres and the other is
0.58 acres. (See Figure 1 for map and Appendix A,
Document 2 for full legal description of property)
The site contains significant historic resources
and was purchased by the county to function as
public park, offering recreational and educational
opportunities with an emphasis on interpretation
of the Civil War battle. The significance of the
Battle of Rocky Face Ridge has been recognized
by the United States Civil War Sites Advisory
Commission (the “CWSAC”) which has given it a
Priority 11.3 Class C Rating in the CWSAC Report
on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields.

The Civil War is an event that remains fixed as a
turning point in American history. People visit
Civil War sites to gain a better understanding

of the causes and effects of this great conflict.

The study site of this report played a key role

in the Atlanta Campaign due to its proximity to
the Western and Atlantic railroad and the city

of Chattanooga, Tennessee. Once Chattanooga
had fallen, Confederate soldiers pulled back and
reorganized in the area surrounding Dalton,

GA. Confederate troops constructed defensive
fortifications along Rocky Face Ridge, which Union
General Joseph Hooker described as impenetrable.
Beginning on May 7, 1864, Union troops began
moving towards the Confederate lines. For the
next few days, Union commanders sent forces to
test the Confederate defenses on Rocky Face Ridge
and to keep those troops occupied while a larger
body of Union soldiers marched south towards
Resaca, GA. On May 15, after days of inconclusive
fighting, the Confederate Army retreated south
towards Atlanta. Union Major General William T.
Sherman ordered his army to follow, resulting in

a series of battles culminating in the fall of Atlanta
in September 1864.

As discovered in the previous master plan, land
tracts immediately surrounding Rocky Face
Ridge are being developed at an alarming rate,
consuming locations with historic resources,
further limiting points of entry to the properties
and compromising view sheds. Contemporary
features such as Interstate 75 (I-75), cell towers,
commercial businesses, private residences and
subdivisions are threatening the integrity of all
Civil War-related sites in the area. Destruction or
degradation of Civil War-related resources has
occurred on other properties contiguous to or near
the study site.

One of the main initiatives for this study was

to provide alternative designs for parking and
access to a proposed mountain bike trail being
planned by SORBA Southern Off Road Bicycle
Association (SORBA). SORBA is the leading
mountain biking organization in the Southeastern
United States. They work to create new trails

and maintain existing trails all over the region.
SORBA provided financial assistance to acquiring
the Grant Farm Property. SORBA provided maps
showing the alignment of the proposed trail at
Rocky Face Ridge and alternative trail alignments
for spur trails connecting with the Grant Farm
property. Another goal of this project for the
county is to provide much needed park space for
the surrounding community. This project will

also facilitate access to other amenities as well.
Opportunities on the site include using an existing
pond for fishing, providing a suitable trail network
for local cross-country teams, and provide walking
trails and interpretation for passive recreation and
education.

The Master Plan Update also provides specific
recommendations for the management and
protection of historic resources associated

with the Civil War. Site plans are included that
illustrate the location of additions to the site.
The recommendations also consider how to
appropriately limit and control access to historic
resources, while facilitating a more public use
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of the property. The Rocky Face Ridge Master
Plan Update summarizes and evaluates existing
and new data and recommends locations for a
new restroom building, a pavilion, and a parking
lot. The recommendations will also help park
managers make maintenance decisions that
protect historic resources. (See Figure 2)
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

2.0 ACQUISITION HISTORY

Larry Tillman Grant and Florrye Dunlap Grant
acquire the property in 1977 and then sell the sub-
ject land to the Grant Revocable Trust on March
4, 2004. Larry Tillman Grant and Florrye Dun-
lap Grant, Trustee of the Grant Revocable Trust
Agreement, then sold the land to the Civil War
Preservation Trust on October 24, 2016.

Georgia Piedmont Land Trust and Georgia
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) through
Georgia State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
were granted the right to preserve and protect the
conservation values of the property in perpetuity.
The Civil War Preservation Trust granted a
Conservation Easement to the Georgia Piedmont
Land Trust on 10/4/2016. Civil War Preservation
Trust also granted a Deed Restriction to the
Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
through Georgia State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) on November 4, 2016.

Civil War Preservation Trust sold the property
to Whitfield County, Georgia on December 12,
2016. See Appendix A for complete Conservation
Easement with deed restrictions between Civil
War Preservation Trust, Georgia Department of
Natural Resources, and the Georgia Piedmont
Land Trust.

Conservation Easement

The goal of the Conservation Easement is for the
site to “ be permanently protected and managed

to conserve the historical resources found on the
property and such protection shall be evidenced by
the Deed Restriction and Conservation Easement
to be recorded pursuant to this Sub-grant
Agreement.” See Appendix A: Rocky Face Ridge
Sub-grant Agreement pg. 2.

A summary of the purpose of the Conservation
Easement is listed below:

A. Assure the Property will be retained
forever predominantly in its natural, open space
and scenic, condition;

B. Prevent any use of the Property that
will significantly impair or interfere with the
Conservation Values of the Property;

C. Maintain and preserve the Property’s
water quality and riparian areas;

D. Protect the open space, and scenic values
of the Property; and

E. Protect the cultural sites and historical
and archeological resources of the Property,
particularly with regard to its significance as an
American Civil War battlefield site.”

(Appendix A: Conservation Easement, GPLT, pg.
4)

The Conservation Easement has set limitations
and restrictions on what can be constructed on
the property. For example, one of the restrictions
is that no structure can be built on the property
without review and approval by SHPO and

the Grantee. Whitfield County has proposed
constructing a new restroom building and have
submitted preliminary plans to SHPO for review.
Another restriction is that native plants must be
used for landscaping. For a full listing of these
restrictions, please see Appendix A: Conservation
Easement, GPLT, pg 5.

The Conservation Easement also grants a set of
rights with ownership of the property.

“Grantor shall have the right to use the Property
for recreational purposes, including but not
limited to hiking, picnicking, bird-watching, other
low impact recreational activities, conducted in
accordance with plans approved by Grantee and
SHPO, and including non-motorized bicycle use
limited to a trail system, in strict accordance with
the provisions of Section 4E., below, provided that
any such use is not otherwise in violation of this
Easement, consistent with the protection of the
Conservation Values and that all recreational uses
shall be conducted in accordance with all federal,
state and local laws.”

Appendix A: Conservation Easement, GPLT, pg
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Another right the easement gives the property
owner is to maintain existing entry driveway and
existing roads on the property as of the date of the
Conservation Easement. The proposed parking lot,
recommended in this report, utilizes an existing
driveway off Crow Valley Road.

6 » Rocky Face Ridge Battlefield Master Plan Update



GRANT FARM PROPERTY

3.0 SITE HISTORY (CIVIL WAR ERA)

The site is eligible for listing on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places because of its association
with the Civil War. Native American Indians likely
occupied the site, making it potentially eligible un-
der Criteria D. The Grant Farm property features
earthen trenches, also known as a “curtain line,”
rifle pits, stacked stone walls, and both sub-surface
and above ground earthworks in multiple locations
throughout the 300 acre site. The property was the
scene of combat on two separate occasions during
the Civil War, the Battle of Crow Valley in Feb-
ruary 1864 and the Battle of Rocky Face Ridge in
May 1864. Moreover, the property was the location
of Confederate camps during the winter of 1863-
64, when Confederate soldiers occupied the area
for up to six months. Records indicate that there
were structures, including cabins constructed by

Confederate troops, near the Grant Farm.

During the Battle of Crow Valley (also known as
the Demonstration on Dalton, GA) in February
1864, Union forces advanced from north to south
across Crow Valley in an attempt to secure a gap
through the mountain ridge known as Buzzard
Roost. Confederate forces including Clayton’s
Alabama brigade and Reynolds’ Virginia and
North Carolina brigade defended their position
believed to have been within the southern half of
the Grant Farm property. Union troops, including
units from Ohio, Indiana, and other mid-western
states, crossed the northern half of the property.
The fighting covered virtually the entire 300 acres
of the Grant Farm property as both Northern and
Southern units marched and countermarched,
attacked and counterattacked one another during
the action.!

The February skirmish also engaged Confederate
earthworks on the property. These included one
quarter to one-half mile of infantry trenches, a
four-gun battery, another trench line of smaller
length, and a portion of a two-gun battery work
with a supporting redoubt. In addition, north of
the study area, there is a rock wall about 3 feet in
height and over 50 to 80 feet in length along the
slope of Rocky Face Ridge, which was erected and

I. Whitfield County Civil War History. (N.D.). Retrieved from
https://www.whitfieldcountyga.com/hist/civilwar.htm

manned by 5 companies of Federal troops on the
afternoon of 25 February 1864.2 (See Figure 3)

According the Conservation Easement
documentation,

During the Battle of Rocky Face Ridge, the Con-
federate defense line was located east to west
across the north end of the Property, as well
as towards the top of Rocky Face Ridge. Con-
federate General Carter Stevenson’s line was
engaged on May 8th, but the heaviest fighting
on the Property took place on May 9th, between
the left of Stevenson’s division line and Hark-
er’'s and Wagner’s brigades of Newton’s divi-
sion of the Howard’s Fourth Corps. Several of
Stevenson’s brigades were shifted from the val-
ley to the left to aid in the attacks that were all
repulsed. A continuous entrenchment of over
2000 feet, and a pristine artillery emplacement
remain on the north end of the Property, as well
as a damaged artillery emplacement. The Union
artillery was also deployed on the Property. (See
Conservation Easement, GPLT)

2. The American Civil War in Georgia 1861-1865. (2014, September).
Retrieved from http://www.lat34north.com/HistoricMarkers/
CivilWar/EventDetails.cfm?EventKey=18640225

Whitfield County, Georgia * 7
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

Soils

The dramatic cliffs overlooking the Grant Farm
property exposes the bedrock geology of this area
of Georgia. The sedimentary rocks common in the
study area include limestones, shales, sandstones
and cherts. Soils on the project area are a variety
of loams. The two main soil types found in the
project area are Hector-Townley-Rock outcrop
complex (HrF) and Nella gravelly fine sandy loam
(NeF). The Hector-Townley complex includes
well drained soils found on ridges in areas of 5 to
35 percent slopes. Nella gravelly fine sandy loam
includes well drained, rocky soils found on ridges
and side-slopes with 30 to 60 percent slopes.3

Slope & Hydrology

The slopes of Rocky Face Ridge become less
steep once upon the Grant Farm property. The
property generally slopes from the southwest to
the northeast. The high point of the Grant Farm
property is 1455 feet above sea level near its
southwest corner. The low point is 775 feet above
sea level near the northeast corner. The property
features rolling topography, with undulating
open fields and a small stream bisecting the fields
flowing in a west to east direction. The stream
drains water from higher elevations and Rocky
Face Ridge. Other hydric systems include the
seeping rocks on the eastern face of Rocky Face
Ridge. Ground water escapes the outcrop of
sandstone and shale and flows downhill towards
the Grant Farm property. The stream crossing
the Grant Farm feeds a pond on the eastern edge
of the property. There is also a springhouse with
an area of ponding water near the larger pond.
The water from this spring and the outlet water
from the pond drain through a culvert under Crow
Valley Road.

Vegetation

The slopes below Rocky Face are primarily
wooded, with dominant trees being chestnut oak,
southern red oak, post oak, black oak, white oak,
and hickory. Dominant ground cover includes
Christmas fern, brown-stemmed spleenwort,
round-lobed hepatica, wild ginger, and striped

Figure 5

wintergreen. (See Figure 4)

The base of Rocky Face’s eastern slope contains
Galax, a common ground cover plant. The eastern
half of the Grant Farm Property is currently an
open field condition with larger specimen trees
scattered throughout. There are also scrubby trees
and the occasional larger tree growing along the
former fence lines crossing the field. The trees
found in this area of the property include Some
of the types of trees that you will find in this area
are sweet gum, hickory, yellow poplar, elm, and
maple. (See Figures)

Existing Earthworks

The Rocky Face Ridge Battlefield site contains
significant civil war resources. West of the Grant
Farm Property, near the top of Rocky Face Ridge,
there is a well-preserved stonewall that runs along
the ridge line as well as rifle lines that branch off
down slope into the Grant Farm property. These

Whitfield County, Georgia * 9
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Figure 6

Figure 8

lines were to protect against Union attacks from
the west and the north. Along Rocky Face Ridge,
there is approximately 2,900-feet of stacked-
stone constructed by Confederate forces in the
winter of 1863-1864. The wall is in remarkably
good condition for its age; however, there are
sections where the wall has collapsed or stones
have dislodged. (See Figure 6-Figure 9) There
are approximately 1,650-feet of earthen trenches
towards the northwestern portion of the Grant
Farm property. These trenches are not in as good
a condition as the stonewalls. Soil has eroded
and the profile is not as distinguishable as it
presumably was during the Civil War.

Although some suspected looting and forestry
activities have occurred over the years, most of the
resources are still intact. Due to the steep terrain,
the site is difficult to access. Hurricane Opal in
1995 caused a number of trees to topple over,
damaging sections of the stonewall. In October
2016, there was a forest fire on Rocky Face Ridge.
(Figure 7) It took weeks to contain and many trees
were lost. County staff prevented earth-moving
equipment from bulldozing the stonewall when
emergency crews were cutting a fire break. There

Figure 9

may be an upside to the fire because it burned
many of the trees growing near the walls. These
trees posed a risk to the walls because they could
damage the walls if they fell. The fire did create
holes in the canopy that should be filled in to
protect the resources from rain.

The best preserved and most visible Civil War
earthworks are on the property adjacent to Grant
Farm, in the vicinity of Rocky Face Ridge. The
historic resources on the Grant Farm property are
less visible than those on the ridge, but no less
important. They include trench lines, unfinished
stonewalls, and rifle pits. There are some locations
where stones are stacked and may have been the
beginning of a wall but were abandoned prior to
completion. Other historic resources related to the
Civil War have been identified in the surrounding
area on privately owned property. These resources
include portions of earthen trenches, terracing
that was likely for troop camping, and former gun
positions.

10 » Rocky Face Ridge Battlefield Master Plan Update



GRANT FARM PROPERTY

Figure 12

Historic marker signs along the roadside identify
some locations with resources. There is a marker
on Crow Valley Road that discusses Stevenson’s
line as well as a marker on Haig Mill Road that
demarcates the northern line of defenses for
Dalton. There is also another marker just to

the east of the project area on Poplar Church
Road that also deals with Stevenson’s Line and
the repulsion of Union soldiers in May of 1864.
Other resources are more difficult to access or are
unmarked, further threatening their preservation.

Existing Structures

There are multiple existing structures on the
property with conditions that range from good

to poor and to needing a professional engineer to
assess structural integrity. Two of the structures
are residential houses with associated structures
and there are three farming/agricultural buildings
on the property.

The residential home at the northwest corner

of the field (2231 Crow Valley Rd) is a relatively
newly constructed dwelling (ca. 1985). The house
is frame construction with stone veneer. There is

Figure 13

a main house, a 3-car garage, and an aluminum
shed. The structure appears to be in good
condition. The structure is suitable as caretaker’s
residence. (See Figures 10-13)

The residential home at the eastern edge of the
Grant Farm property (2209 Crow Valley Rd) is

a dwelling constructed circa 1934. The house is
frame construction with a main house with two
outbuildings, and a shed. The site of the house has
been proposed as the future parking lot location.
The house is currently occupied, but the tenants
are expected to vacate in January 2019. (See
Figures 14-17)

There is a barn structure towards the southeastern
edge of the Grant Farm property, behind the
existing residential home at 2136 Crow Valley Rd.
The barn is in poor condition, but it could be saved
for future use, but it would need to be inspected
by an engineer to assess structural integrity.
Moreover, the building does not appear to meet
National Register of Historic Places criteria for
individual listing. (See Figures 18-19)

Whitfield County, Georgia * | |
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

There is another structure to the north of the barn
towards the eastern edge of the property, behind
the existing residential home at 2136 Crow Valley
Rd. This structure could be rehabilitated for
future uses, but it would need to be inspected by
an engineer to assess structural integrity. There
would also be a significant investment of money
and there would need to be ongoing maintenance.
Moreover, the building does not appear to meet
National Register of Historic Places criteria. (See
Figures 20-21)

There is a springhouse to the southeast of the
property, just to the southeast of the barn. The
Conservation Easement mentions two springs;
however, this was the only spring observed during
the site visits. There is still a fair amount of water
coming from the spring as evidenced by the pond
surrounding the springhouse. (See Figures 22-25)

Existing Fence Lines

The open field of the Grant Farm is subdivided
into multiple pastures with barbed wire fencing.
The field is currently used to grow hay. A mix of
volunteer vegetation is growing along the fence
lines. (See Figure 26-27) See Illustration 1 for
fence line locations.

Figure 24 Figure 25

Figure 26 Figure 27
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

5.0 METHODOLOGY

A kick-off meeting occurred on-site in April of
2018. Participants included representatives from
Whitfield County (Jess Hansen) and WLA Studio
(Luke Rushing). Participants visited the site to
investigate and photograph historic resources and
discuss potential park programming. Whitfield
County provided GIS information; and WLA Stu-
dio updated the base map.

During the development of the initial conceptual
design, WLA Studio established overall goals and
objectives for the project, which include:

Goals and Objectives

e Provide a recommendation for trail access
and location of proposed parking lot for
mountain biking trail.

e Provide a recommendation for proposed
restroom building location.

e Provide a recommendation for proposed
pavilion location.

e Provide a Maintenance Plan for protection
and interpretation of Civil War-era histor-
ic resources. (Earthworks)

e Provide recommendations, regarding the
removal of existing structures on-site.
(Modern house and 2 barn structures)

e Provide recommendations for removal of
fence throughout the property. (Interior
and perimeter fencing)

e Provide recommendations for converting
site to native grasses throughout the open
fields of the property.

e Provide recommendations for a Forestry
Management Plan.

e Suggest interpretive opportunities to help
facilitate the visitor experience (to be pro-
vided by others).

As previously mentioned, one of the original
goals of this master plan update was to provide
a parking lot and access trail for the proposed
mountain bike trail. The proposed mountain
bike trail that was designed by SORBA will
travel around the fortifications line along Rocky
Face Ridge and pass between gaps in the walls.
The county is also interested in developing this
property as a park for the public to enjoy and be

educated on the site’s historical significance. The
county wants a simple restroom facility in close
proximity to the parking lot as well as a pavilion
that would be located near the pond. The park
would also include a multi-use trail system that
would link all of the amenities.

After consultation with County staff, a list of
programmatic elements was developed to be
included in the master plan, which includes:

e Vehicular access and parking

e Trailhead and connection to mountain
bike trail system

e  Multi-use trail network (including bike
access trail and internal trail systems)

e Restroom and pavilion (located between
the parking lot and the pond)

e Open spaces for public use

e Interpretive site features, including sig-
nage and markers

Whitfield County, Georgia * 15
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

6.0 DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

The primary trail system was to provide an access
trail to a SORBA proposed mountain bike trails
on Rocky Face Ridge. Originally, there were two
possible routes considered for the mountain

bike access trail. Option one was to route the
access trail around the north end of the property.
Option two was to route the access trail along the
southern edge of the fields near the middle of the
Grant Farm property. Option one, the northern
route, was chosen because option two bisected

an area believed to be the location where fighting
occurred in February 1864 and where there is a
greater potential for unidentified Civil War-related
resources.

A second trail system was considered for walking
and running within the boundaries of the Grant
Farm property. The routes considered for this trail
generally follow the perimeter of the open fields
connecting different areas of the site. One section
of this trail, the northern section, was determined
to be a multi-use trail, serving both pedestrians
and bicyclists. Other considerations included
minimizing the number of stream crossings

and avoiding low-lying areas known to flood,
including a site in the northeast corner of the

site and near the springhouse. The Conservation
Easement refers to these trails as “interpretive
trails and footpaths.” The Conservation Easement
also places restrictions on the design and
construction of these trails (See Appendix A). The
Conservation Easement requires that the trail

be a maximum width of six feet, be constructed
of pervious material, and prohibits the use of
motorized vehicles. Additionally, the design team
recommends that the County restrict grading

for the construction of these trails and follow
best practices regarding erosion, sediment, and
pollution control.

The design team evaluated multiple locations
throughout the property for the parking lot. Design
considerations included safety and security.
Among security considerations was locating the
parking lot where it was relatively visible from

the public road and from the residential house on
the north side of the property, which the county is
considering using for a caretakers house. A second

consideration was to locate the parking lot near the
edge of the property to minimize vehicular traffic
into the interior of the property. The design team
considered the northeast corner of the property
because of its visibility and proximity to the edge.
However, the team rejected this location because
of possible traffic conflicts created by locating an
entrance drive close to the intersection of Crow
Valley Road and Poplar Springs Road. Another
proposed location was the site of an existing house
(2209 Crow Valley Road) that to be demolished.
This site was chosen because it is a previously
disturbed construction site and had an existing
driveway that could be reused.

The restroom building was also proposed to be
near the parking lot and because utilities need for
the restroom, including water and power, were
already available at the former house site. Per the
Conservation Easement, new structures are not
allowed on the property without approval from
SHPO; and Whitfield County has been in close
communication with SHPO to make sure they
approve of this location.

A preliminary site plan that including building
envelopes for the parking lot, restroom building,
and pavilion were sent to SHPO for review on
April 27, 2018. (See Figure 2 & 28) While the focus
of this study was on improvements to the Grant
Farm property, it does consider the impact that
the SORBA proposed mountain bike trail has on
historic resources. The Conservation Easement
allows the county “to construct and maintain a
system of paths for use by non-motorized bicycles
(mountain bikes).” But it also requires that the
mountain bike trails “shall avoid any earthwork
or other identified archeological resources and
shall be situated in a manner that shall enable
protection of the Conservation Values.” The
Conservation Easement also requires that the
design of the trail adhere to current mountain
biking association design standards “provided
that such standards and recommendations are
not otherwise in violation of this Easement.” As
currently designed, the alignment of the trail
avoids existing Civil War-era historic resources. Its
route also intends to minimize vegetation removal
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and require minimal grading. SHPO required an
archaeology report for areas where the proposed
trail comes close to any known Civil War resource.
(See Appendix C) This request required metal
detector investigation and judgmental shovel
testing wherever the proposed bike trail alignment
came within 30’ of known historic resources. The
archeological consultant, TRC Environmental
Corporation, identified eight previously identified
archeological sites within a one-mile radius of the
proposed project. All are associated with the Civil
War. The report concluded that “the proposed trail
will not directly impact any battlefield features,”
but it identified five “areas of concern” that require
“appropriate protective measures.”

WLA Studio presented the Draft Master Plan
Update Site Plan to representatives of Whitfield
County, SHPO, SORBA, and GPLT on November
19, 2018. The site plan illustrated the draft master
plan concepts, including the location of proposed
improvements. The purpose of the meeting was

to provide all parties an opportunity to review the
proposals prior to completing the final draft of the
Master Plan Update. Additionally, concurrence by
SHPO and GPLT is required for any improvements
because of the Conservation Easement on the

property.
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GRANT FARM PROPERTY

7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

An initial goal of the Master Plan Update was to
site a new parking lot and associated trail that
would link to a proposed mountain bike trail on
Rocky Face Ridge. As the project progressed, the
county wanted to consider making the Grant Farm
property a public park to add to Whitfield County’s
limited public park offerings. Whitfield County
expressed a desire for the park to contribute both
as a historical tourism site and as a recreational
site, providing both active and passive recreational
options. The county was also looking for specific
recommendations regarding elements on the site.

These recommendations are presented below:

Parking Lot -We recommend locating the
parking lot and restroom at the location of the
residential structure at 2209 Crow Valley Road
after it is removed. The house does not contribute
to the historic significance of the property and

the site, because it has been extensively disturbed
since the period of significance and offers the best
location to add modern amenities. The parking lot
and associated drive should be constructed within
the buildable zone of the home and associated
structures. (See Illustration 4)

Trail System-The recommendations provide two
trail systems: a mountain bike access trail that
connects the parking lot with the Rocky Face Ridge
bike trail and the multi-use trail located along

the perimeter of the Grant Farm property fields.
(See Hlustration 1) There are instances where

the proposed alignment of the mountain bike

trail at the top of Rocky Face Ridge comes within
30’ of existing Civil War-related resources. The
recommendation, suggested by TRC, is to move
the alignment or to install protective fencing and
signs to prevent damage to the stone walls. It also
recommends that protective measures be installed
during construction to prevent damage to the walls
and to prevent erosion during construction that
may damage the walls.

Restroom/Pavilion-We recommend locating
the restroom and pavilion between the parking lot
and the pond. The pavilion will be along the pond’s
edge while the restroom will be approximately
midway between the parking lot and the pond.

(See Illustration 3)

Because there is always a chance of encountering
previously unidentified archeological resources,
the county should have a plan in place during
construction activities to consult with an
archeologist familiar with the site in case any
features are found.

Existing Structures-For the safety of the public
that would use the site, we recommend removal
of the two barn structures unless the buildings
are determined to be structurally sound and the
county identifies an appropriate re-use for the
buildings. (See Figures 18 & 20) These structures
could be wonderful additions to the park but
they would require extensive rehabilitation prior
to opening to the public. Additionally, they do
not contribute to the historic significance of the
property nor do they appear to meet National
Register of Historic Places criteria for individual
listing.

Adjacent Property-There is a residence at 2136
Crow Valley Road that will remain privately owned
property. This property is one of two along the
eastern edge of the Grant Farm property along
Crow Valley Road. The other residence is 2122
Crow Valley Road. We recommend developing a
vegetative buffer between this parcel and the rest
of the property to screen views of the house and to
provide the owners a privacy screen. According to
the Conservation Easement, plants used for this
buffer should be native species. (See Illustration 1)

Existing Fencelines-We recommend removing
the fencelines in the fields and along the property
line, as well as most of the vegetation growing
along the fencelines. (See Illustration 1) This
would create a more open field condition,

improve sight lines across the property, and ease
maintenance associated with mowing. We propose
leaving the healthy specimen trees to provide
shade and visual interest without interrupting the
open character of the property.
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Open Fields/Native Grasslands-Currently,
the county contracts with a third party to mow the
Grant Farm property’s fields. We have discussed
the feasibility of transitioning the fields to meadow
with native grasses and wild flowers. This can be

a long term goal for Whitfield County because it
will take several years to accomplish. It would

first require identification of existing weeds and
development of a transition seed mixture and
maintenance schedule. By mowing the fields at the
correct time and height, non-native weed species
can be slowly eliminated and native grasses can
become established. For more information on
restoring native meadows. (See https://www.

ernstseed.com/resources/planting-guides/
southeastern-sites-planting-guide/)

Historic Resources-We also recommend
photographing and documenting the resources

of the property, particularly the stonewalls along
Rocky Face Ridge. We believe it is important to
document accurately the existing conditions,
which would help inform future preservation
decisions. If, for example, a tree fall damages a
section of the wall, photographs of that section
may provide sufficient evidence to rebuild the wall
in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior
Standards. The earthworks along the northwestern
edge of the Grant Farm property should be
monitored and potential hazards should be
removed. The earthworks should be protected and
preserved in their current condition. (For more
specific information, please see the Resources
Maintenance Guide in Appendix C)
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