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Meeting Minutes 

November 21, 2019 

I. Call to order 

Jacob Bearden – GDMPO Coordinator called to order the regular meeting of the Greater Dalton 

Metropolitan Planning Organization at 10:00 A.M. on November 21, 2019 at Edwards Park 

Community Center. 

II. Introductions 

The meeting attendees are as follows: 

Jacob Bearden – GDMPO Coordinator 

Matt Sanford – Murray County Public Works 

Joe Ciavarro – GDOT District 6 

Kimberly Grayson – GDOT Office of Planning 

Joseph Davidson – Northwest Georgia Regional Commission 

Megan Elliot – City of Dalton Public Works 

Andrew Parker – City of Dalton Public Works 

Ron Shinnick – Mayor of Cohutta 

DeWayne Hunt – Whitfield County Public Works 

Mike Brown – City of Varnell Administrator 

Charlie Morrow – Dalton Utilities 

III. Approval/Disapproval of November 21st Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Ron Shinnick provided a motion to approve minutes as presented, and Andrew Parker, 

voting for Mayor Dennis Mock, seconded the motion. 

IV. Open issues 

a) GDOT Status Report on Open Projects –  

GDOT District 6 presented the following project updates: 
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I-75 (Tibbs Road to Tennessee State Line) – Construction project on schedule to be 

LET in November of 2020. 

SR 282 (SR 61 to Gilmer County) – Resurfacing project on schedule to be LET 

in January of 2021. 

SR 52 Alternate (Town Branch) – Final field plan review has been completed. 

Proposed LET date of June of 2020. 

SR 201 at Tanyard Creek – The project is behind schedule. Proposed LET date 

of July 2020. 

SR 52 Roundabouts – Project is on schedule and moving forward as designed. 

SR 3 Resurfacing – Resurfacing is complete. ADA ramps, permanent striping, and 

signal loops are being installed.  

SR 61 Bridge Approach Replacement – Construction is scheduled to be complete 

by March of 2020. 

SR 2 Resurfacing (South of Dewberry Road) – Project has been LET, but not 

started. Proposed completion date of July 2020.  

SR 52 Resurfacing (Whitfield County Line to US 411) – Resurfacing is complete. 

Permanent striping and signal loops are being installed.  

SR 286 @ Dawnville Road – Project has been submitted to the Statewide Safety 

Office for review. It is a potential project to enhance safety at the intersection. 

SR 3 @ Five Springs Road - Project has been submitted to the Statewide Safety 

Office for review. It is a potential project to enhance safety at the intersection. 

SR 71 @ Wolfe Street – Intersection is under evaluation at the Statewide Safety 

Office. 

SR 2 and SR 201 Roundabout  - Intersection is under evaluation at the Statewide 

Safety Office. Under review to determine if the project is feasible for Quick 

Response funding. 

b) Administrative Report – Jacob Bearden explained 2045 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan (MTP) was continuing on schedule. The final networks 

were under development and project prioritization would be determined when 

final models were complete. The PC would be voting to approve/disapprove 
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DRAFT FY 2021 UPWP. If approved, the Draft would be posted for public 

comment for 30+ days. Joe Ciavarro explained that in order to qualify, a 

project must be under $200,000 in total budget. 

V. New business 

a) Approval/Disapproval of DRAFT FY 2021 UPWP – Mayor Ron Shinnick 

provided a motion to approve the DRAFT FY 2021 UPWP, and Andrew Parker 

seconded the motion.  

2019 Paving for City of Dalton – Three streets are remaining. Resurfacing is on 

schedule to be completed by close of 2019.  

Chattanooga Avenue Bridge Repair – Construction has been completed and traffic 

patterns have been returned to normal. 

City of Dalton Guardrail – Project has been awarded to Gracie Gray Contractors. 

Work could begin as early as December 1, 2019. 

Whitfield County LMIG – DeWayne Hunt, WC Public Works Director, explained 

work in Tunnel Hill was complete and he would be moving crews to Varnell, 

followed by Cohutta soon. A pavement assessment RFP had been put out for 

advertisement. The data would not be available until 2020.  

Westside Waterline Replacement – Charlie Morrow indicated several small 

projects in Westside were to be wrapped up by the end of 2019. These projects 

were being completed to improve water use and should improve overall 

efficiency. 

SR 201 Extension – The project was awarded to Northwest Georgia Paving and the 

Notice to Proceed should be issued soon.  

No further business was required and no public comment was given. 
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VI. Adjournment 

Jacob Bearden – GDMPO Coordinator adjourned the meeting at 10:28 A.M. 

Minutes submitted by:  Jacob Bearden – GDMPO Coordinator 

Minutes approved by:   

 

   Kent Benson, Policy Committee Chairman 

 


