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UNIFIED BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
Meeting Minutes 
November 20, 2019 

 

I. Call to order 

 Chairman Tracy Ward called to order the meeting of the Unified Board of Zoning Appeals at 12:00 

PM on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 in the 5th floor conference room of the Wells Fargo 

Building located at 201 South Hamilton Street. 

 

II. Roll call 

 The following persons were present: 

 Board members:    

 Tracy Ward, Chairman 

 Austin King 

 Kenneth Harless 

 Debby Peppers 

                                                                                             

 Staff members:                                                  

 Jean Price-Garland, Dalton-Whitfield Zoning                                                

 Robert Smalley, County Attorney  

     

 Others: 

 Hepin Patel                                 

  

III.  Approval of minutes from last BZA meeting 

  Motion to approve the minutes of the Unified Board of Zoning Appeals meeting for October 16, 

2019 made by Austin King and seconded by Kenneth Harless.  The motion was approved 4-0.  

 

IV.  New Business 

Hearing for City Sign Variance 

Applicant: Hepin Patel 

Property Owner:  3 Thinkers LLC 

Property Address:  1016 North Glenwood Avenue (City of Dalton jurisdiction) 

The applicant was present at the hearing. Staff presented a GIS layout of the property, and 

explained the circumstances surrounding the case.  The subject property is located at the northeast 

intersection of North Glenwood Avenue and Morningside Drive, which is in an area south of the 

North Georgia fairground.  The 0.41-acre lot is zoned C-2, General Commercial, and is located 

within the city limits of Dalton.  A newly renovated convenience store building with three gas 

pumps/canopy are located on the property.  Public water and public sewer serve the site.  A 

freestanding pylon sign is located at the intersection in the southwest corner of the property. 

 

The applicant is proposing to remove the existing freestanding pylon sign and replace with a new 

pylon sign further north along North Glenwood at the northwest corner of the property.  The 

proposed replacement sign will comply with the Dalton Sign Ordinance with respect to sign height 

and sign face size.  In order to keep the sign as far as possible out of the flow of traffic, the applicant 

is requesting to install the pole of the sign five to eight feet from the r/w of North Glenwood and 
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zero feet from his north property line.  The Dalton Sign Ordinance requires a ten-foot setback from 

any property line. 

  

Mr. Patel presented the board members with a slide show explaining his request and reasoning for 

the same.  His new Road Runner brand is working with Exxon for the fuel signage at the site.  He 

explained Exxon required the existing pole sign be removed and a new fuel sign be installed.  He 

noted the southernmost pump included diesel fuel and his concern was diesel trucks would not be 

able to maneuver the area if the existing sign location was utilized.  Mr. Patel explained safety for 

drivers and exposure to traffic were his motivating factors for placing the sign in the location he 

proposed.  He pointed out the location of new storm drains and sewer manholes, which prevent 

him from placing the sign in any other location and still be visible to North Glenwood Avenue 

traffic.  He explained he planned to install one or two bollards in front of the sign as an additional 

safety measure. 

 

Board members were provided a written statement from the Dalton Fire Department stating no 

objection to the variance if approved.  A written statement was also provided from the Dalton 

Public Works Department stating the sign post needed to be at least 12 feet from the face of the 

curb.  Since the city right of way is 6 feet behind the curb, the sign post should be at least 6 feet 

from the right of way. 

 

 The applicant requested a variance from Section 3.2-3 of the Dalton City Sign Ordinance to 

reduce the required setbacks for a free standing sign. 

  
Kenneth Harless made a motion, seconded by Debby Peppers, to grant the variance with a zero 

foot side setback and a six (6) foot setback from the right of way of North Glenwood Avenue.   

The motion passed 4-0. 

 

V.  Other business 

 Staff had no other business to report.  

 

VI. Adjournment 

 Chairman Tracy Ward adjourned the meeting at 12:17 PM. 

 

 Minutes respectfully submitted by:   Jean Price-Garland 


