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WORK SESSION 
 
The Chairman called the work session to order. 
 
The following members were present:   Others Present: 

R. Lynette Laughter, Chairman    Robert Smalley, County Attorney 
Harold Brooker, Vice Chairman   Mark Gibson, County Administrator 
Barry W. Robbins, Member   Department Heads    
Roger Crossen, Member    Citizens 
Greg Jones, Member    Press  

 
Work Session: 
 

Chairman Laughter called the work session to order.  
 
District Attorney Bert Poston noted one of their vehicles was damaged in an accident 
during the summer and would like to have it replaced. Poston noted the cost of repair 
exceeds the value of the vehicle. Poston further noted the department doesn’t have the 
funds to purchase another vehicle at this time and would like assistance from the Board. 
Chairman Laughter asked County Administrator Mark Gibson to work with Poston to 
come up with a solution for this issue.  
 
County Engineer Kent Benson informed the Board of Georgia Northwestern Technical 
College’s request to construct a driveway entrance off of the North Bypass. Benson 
noted Georgia Department of Transportation will only allow access breaks on County 
roads and City streets if they are connected to other County roads and City streets. 
Benson noted GDOT is willing to consider moving the access break by exchanging 
Maddox Chapel Road for the college driveway entrance. Chairman Laughter asked if 
Whitfield County Schools were in agreement with this request, Mr. Benson said he 
thought they were. The Board would like for Benson to reach out to Whitfield County 
Schools for their input on the request from GNTC. Also, the Board would like for Benson 
to speak with GNTC in regards to funding of the road closure and any other costs that 
could be associated with the driveway access road.  
 
County Engineer Kent Benson informed the Board about the update to the Title VI Plan. 
Benson explained the Whitfield County Transit Service being federally funded results in 
a requirement to update the Title VI Plan on a triennial basis. The plan was first 
approved in 2015 and is due December 15, 2108 to GDOT and FTA. The changes 
include maps of the percentages of minorities, below poverty level and population that 
speaks English “less than very well”. Benson will bring this before the Board at the 
December meeting. 
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County Administrator Mark Gibson informed the Board on the Sheriff’s Office request to 
surplus a 2011 Ford Edge. Gibson noted the vehicle was involved in an accident and the cost of 
repair exceeds the value of the vehicle.  
 
Chairman Laughter noted to the Board members that there will be an event hosted by 
the American Legion on December 1, 2018 to honor Robert (Bob) Turner for his service 
on a local, state and national level.   
 
Ed painter addressed the board with a proposal regarding term limits for commissioners, his 
proposal read as follows, “remove the term limit restriction on district commissioners if they 
choose to run for chairman at the end of the three terms.” He would like for commissioners to 
discuss the possibility for introducing a local act to accomplish this. Commissioner Jones said 
he thought the proposal should be on the Board of Commissioners December 10, regular 
business meeting agenda. 
 

 
The work session was adjourned. 
 
   
              
      ___________________________________________ 

R. LYNETTE LAUGHTER, CHAIRMAN 
       WHITFIELD COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS 
 
_____________________________________ 
BLANCA CARDONA, COUNTY CLERK           DATE:    /    /                      
 
 


